
2018 ABRCMS Presentation Awardees 
 

Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 
Sponsored by: American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology; St. Jude Children’s Research 

Hospital, Graduate School; and Weill Cornell Graduate School of Medical Sciences 
POSTERS 

Sinibaldo Romero Postbac  Mayo Clinic 
Cassie Flachs Postbac  Mayo Clinic 
Kailyn Doiron Postbac  Novartis Institutes for Biomedical Research 
Christina Wang Senior Vanderbilt University 
Jeremiah Nance Senior Pfeiffer University 
Meheret Gebreegziabher Senior University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
Jordan Bauer Senior Wheaton College 
Manuel Mora Senior UC Davis 
Shamar Wallace Senior Fayetteville State University 
Maria Luisa Ponce de Leon Senior San Jose State University 
Hector Ruvalcaba Senior University of California, Riverside 
Courtni Foster Senior Howard University 
Joseph Garcia Senior University of California, Irvine 
Claythia Nicholas Senior CUNY Medgar Evers College 
Charmaine Lindsay Senior Claflin University 
Sarah Mansour Senior University of Massachusetts Boston 
Lannah Abasi Senior California State University Northridge 
Roukaya Mabizari Senior Texas A&M 
Nicholas Codallos Senior UCLA 
Christopher Ochoa Senior University of California, Davis 
Bianca Pingul Senior California State University, Long Beach 
Camila Sarcone Senior Florida International University 
Allison Woods Junior St. Mary’s University 
Bamidele Aleshe Junior University of California, Los Angeles 
Maria Lozada Junior University of Miami  



Colliness Morris Junior University of Illinois at Chicago 
Cristian Martinez-Ramos Junior Universidad de Puerto Rico, San Juan 
Roman Meza Junior University of California, Irvine 
Alejandro Ponce-Sepulveda Junior Wayne State University 
Cuauhtemoc Ramirez Junior University of California, Irvine 
Brittany Lafaver Junior University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
Kimberly Maldonado Junior University of California Davis 
Osmary Oyola Junior University of Puerto Rico at Cayey 
Adrianne Lee Junior James Madison University 
Ashley Mello Junior Xavier University of Louisiana 
Sundance Kemp Junior University of Arizona 
Donovan Brown Sophomore Pennsylvania State University 
Shellaina Gordon Sophomore Northeastern University 
Felix Manuel Quintana Sophomore Lehigh University 
Luis Mercado Sophomore University of Alabama in Huntsville 
Edward Oropeza Community College  Fullerton College 
Tania Perez Community College  Miami Dade College 

 

ORALS 

Lauren Thornton Senior Xavier University of Louisiana 
Andrew Dorfeuille Junior Morehouse College 
Robin Bailey Junior University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
Claudia Walker Sophomore University of Maryland, Baltimore County 

 

Cancer Biology 
Sponsored by: Columbia University Vagelos College of Physicians & Surgeons and Roberts Center for Pediatric 

Research 
POSTERS 

Brenda Rios Postbac  Case Western Reserve University 
Megan Arnold Senior Allegheny College 



Santiago Acero Bedoya Senior Otterbein University  
Adriana Baker Senior University of Nevada, Los Vegas 
Tamia Waller Senior University of Detroit Mercy 
Morgan Josey Senior Albany State University 
Samuel Burgos Senior University of Puerto Rico in Humacao 
Chidera Nosiri Senior University of Maryland, College Park 
Sarah Sadik Senior SUNY College at Old Westbury 
Austin Peppers Senior Bowling Green State University 
Andrés Martínez-Muñiz Senior University of Puerto Rico Mayaguez  
Brenna Remick Senior Cornell University 
Karla Cano Senior University of Texas at El Paso  
Saitiel Sandoval Gonzalez Senior University of California, Los Angeles 
Nicholas Montes Senior University of Maryland, Baltimore 
Marcos Armendariz Junior University of Texas 
Alton Gayton Junior University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Ryan Elbashir Junior Cornell University 
Kai Brady Junior Spelman College 
Amanda Nweke Junior Morgan State University  
Princess Ekpo Junior Emory University 
Oderah Udemadu Junior North Carolina Central University 
Daniel Wang Sophomore Rice University 
Catherine Stratis Sophomore Hunter College 
Bolatito Babatunde Sophomore University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Andrew DePass Sophomore Quinnipiac University  
Amanda Figueroa Sophomore St. Mary’s University 

 

ORALS 

Cuyler Luck Junior Pennsylvania State University 
Javier Granados Junior University of Texas at Austin 
Stephanie Melendez Sophomore Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 

 



Cell Biology 
Sponsored by: University of South Florida-Sloan University Center of Exemplary Mentoring/Morsani College of 

Medicine Ph.D. Program in Integrated Biomedical Sciences 
POSTERS 

Jonathan Amezquita Postbac  University of California, Davis 
Jennifer Gamarra Postbac  University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Reginald Edwards Postbac  University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Nicolas Shealy Postbac  Medical University of South Carolina 
Alyssa Walker Senior University of Wisconsin, Madison 
Ahmed Mahmoud Senior The College of New Jersey  
Peter Luo Senior Duke University 
Will Hinckley Senior California State University, Long Beach 
Javarcia Ivory Senior Stanford University 
Emily Guinn Senior UCLA 
Yardley Martinez Senior CUNY Lehman College 
Emmanuel Cuevas Senior California State University Long Beach 

John Matthew Revilla Senior 
Washington University School of Medicine in 
St. Louis 

Patricia Leyva Senior California State University Long Beach 
Overbeck Christian Takou Mbah Senior University of Massachusetts, Boston 
Carla Pantoja Junior UCLA 
Alyza Roman Junior University of California, Irvine 
Kaitlynn Gov Junior University of California, Davis 
Brandon Sanders Junior Claflin University 
Isis Irving Junior University of Oregon 
Ugoji Nwanaji-Enwerem Junior Brown University  
Paxton Kostos Junior University of Missouri 
Nathan Mallipeddi Junior University of California at Los Angeles 
Morgan Narain Junior Oakwood University 
Evelyn Navar Junior University of California, Davis 
Tarah Opara Junior Spelman College 



Aaron Brown Junior Morehouse College 
JoAnne Villagrana Sophomore University of California, Irvine 
Marinel Ocasio-Rivera Sophomore University of Puerto Rico at Ponce 
Esther Clemence Batarse Community College  City College of San Francisco 

 

Chemistry 
Sponsored by: American Chemical Society and Novartis Institutes for Biomedical Research 

POSTERS 

Camilla Do Senior Xavier University of Louisiana 
José Mercado Senior University of Puerto Rico, San Juan 
Joel Monroy Senior California State University, Long Beach 
Alejandra Báez Senior University of Puerto Rico at Cayey 
David Navarro Senior San Jose State University 
Samantha Crawford Senior San Diego State University 
Martha Guerrero Senior California State University Long Beach 
Franklin Avilés-Vázquez Senior University of Puerto Rico San Juan 
Jose Reyes Junior Universidad de Puerto Rico, San Juan 

Kiyomi Kukoyi Junior 
Indiana University-Purdue University 
Indianapolis 

Blaine Derbigny Junior Xavier University of Louisiana 
Brenden Wimbish Junior James Madison University 
Jessica Vilas-Boas Junior Stony Brook University 
Samuel Steuart Junior University of Kansas 
Ayanna Culmer-Gilbert Junior Morgan State University 
Ila Castro De la Torre Junior University of California, Los Angeles 
Christina Martin Junior IUPUI 
Tania Bellinger Junior Winston-Salem State University 
Mark Joseph Junior University of Maryland Eastern Shore 
Nathalie Iribe Junior University of California, Irvine 
Angel Hernández Junior University of Puerto Rico, San Juan 
Jocelyn Valenzuela Junior San Jose State University 



Ellen Gulian Sophomore University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
Karis Barnett Sophomore University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
Laura Penabad Sophomore Universidad de Puerto Rico, San Juan 
Anthony Jolly Sophomore University of the Virgin Island 
Katelyn Urena Community College  Queensborough Community College 

 

ORALS 

Halie Maass Senior Old Dominion University 
Jennifer Mejia Senior Old Dominion University 

 

Computational and Systems Biology 
Sponsored by: University of Minnesota Biomedical Sciences Graduate Programs and University of Minnesota 

Medical Scientists Training Program 
POSTERS 

Terrell Nowlin Senior Temple University 
Caley Thomasson Senior St. Edwards University 
Tahj Alli-Balogun Senior Washington University in St. Louis 
Esther Rodman Senior Macalester College 
Robert Minneker Senior University of Washington 
Jenea Adams Senior University of Dayton 
Summer Pellechio Senior Rochester Institute of Technology 
Corey O'Connor Junior University of Massachusetts Boston 
Olivia Marx Junior Southern Methodist University 
Karina Barragan Junior University of California, Irvine 
Carlos Rivera Lopez Junior University of Puerto Rico, Mayaguez  
Moises Favela Sophomore University of California, Irvine 
Caleb Robelle Sophomore University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
Maria Melkonyan Community College  St. Monica College 

 



Developmental Biology and Genetics 
Sponsored by: University of Alabama at Birmingham and Medical College of Wisconsin Medical School 

POSTERS 

Katiannah Moise Postbac  University of Chicago  
Yesica Mercado-Ayon Postbac  University of California, Davis 
Brenda Melano Senior UCLA 
Sofiat Atoba Senior Howard University 
John Bechtel Senior Wisconsin Luther College 
Anyelis Rosario-Berrios Senior University of Puerto Rico - Rio Piedras 
Michael LaScola Senior University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
Hannah Rattu Mandias Senior California State University Long Beach 
Samuel Liburd Senior University of the Virgin Islands 
Wendy Osei-Bonsu Senior College of Saint Benedict 
Akin Sogunro Senior Johns Hopkins University 
Nile Hodges Senior Howard University 
James Mejia Senior Rowan University  
Sarah Najera Junior University of California, Irvine 
Yulissa Padilla Junior University of Illinois at Chicago 
Gabriel Rojas-Bowe Junior University of Puerto Rico, San Juan 
Don Eaford Junior Fayetteville State University 
Tara Clark Junior Purchase College 
Deja Machen Junior University of Washington 
Isaryhia Rodriguez Sophomore University of California, Irvine 
Sarah Singh Sophomore University of California, Irvine 
Francis Hernandez Sophomore Wayne State University 
Tahvis Magruder Sophomore Morehouse College 
Dominique Brooks Sophomore University of Maryland Baltimore County 
Nina Wallace Sophomore Howard University 
Aakilah Brown Sophomore Spelman College 
Lilibeth Mendoza Community College SUNY Orange County Community College 

 



ORALS 

Hamilton Oh Senior University of California, Los Angeles 
 

Engineering, Physics, and Mathematics 
Sponsored by: Biophysical Society and Medical College of Wisconsin Graduate School 

POSTERS 

Josly Pierre-Louis Postbac  Virginia Commonwealth University 
Steven Gomez Senior University of California, Los Angeles  
Zulmari Silva Senior University of Puerto Rico, Cayey 
Therlking Dervil Senior Duke University 
Ethen Lund Senior Pomona College 
Francis Ledesma Senior Cornell University 
Gabriela Rosado-Gonzalez Senior University of Puerto Rico, San Juan 
Akilah Miller Senior UCLA 
Alana Gonzales Senior University of Arizona 
Marco Melgar Senior University of Florida 
Madison Kane Junior California State University Long Beach 
Josemaria Soriano Junior St. Mary's University 
Maximillian Rozenblum Junior University of Florida 
Valeria Juarez Junior University of Texas at San Antonio 
Janice Nguyen Junior University of California-Los Angeles 
Christopher Baker Junior University of California, Los Angeles 
Virginia Xie Sophomore Rice University 
Tobias Coombs Sophomore University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
Christopher Lintz Sophomore Morehouse College 
Armando Ruiz-Justiz Sophomore University of Puerto Rico at Ponce 
Victor Felipe Medeiros Pereira Community College  Santa Monica College 

 

ORALS 



Keshav Patel Senior University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Brenda Yu Senior University of California, Merced 
Wesley Matingou Junior Morehouse College 
Nadja Maldonado-Luna Junior University of Puerto Rico 
Roshell Lamug Junior California State University Long Beach 
Makayla Headley Sophomore University of Maryland Baltimore County 

 

Immunology 
Sponsored by: American Association of Immunologists   

POSTERS 

Seble Negatu Postbac  University of Rochester 
Alicia Aguilar Postbac  Case Western Reserve University 
Adrianna Rivera-Leon Senior University of Puerto Rico, San Juan 
Stephen Frederico Senior College of Charleston  
Heber Lara Senior University of Arizona  
Nicole Reinhold-Larsson Senior The Ohio State University 
Chloe Adrienna Talana Junior Chaminade University 
Alyssa Carter Junior Duke University  
Darwing Padilla Rolon Sophomore University of Puerto Rico at Cayey 

 

Microbiology 
Sponsored by: American Society for Microbiology; University of Arizona, Department of Immunobiology; and NYU 

School of Medicine, Sackler Institute of Graduate Biomedical Sciences 
POSTERS 

Hazael Hernandez Senior The University of Texas at El Paso 
Gabrielle Paniccia Senior Stony Brook University 
Maria Nguyen Senior University of California, Berkeley 
Olivia Ringham Senior University of Massachusetts, Amherst  



Judith Reyes-Ballista Senior University of Puerto Rico, San Juan 
John Aleman Senior Northern Arizona University 
Tyler Thomas-Fenderson Senior Colorado State University 
Oscar Sanchez Junior Texas A&M University, Kingsville 
Amy-Claire Dauphin Junior Oakwood University 
Lennice Castro Junior University of California, Los Angeles 
Yasmine Oprea Junior CUNY Hunter College 
Estheany Roman-Pagan Junior Universidad del Este 
Miguel Rodriguez Reyes Junior University of Puerto Rico, Mayguez  
Brittany Pulkkila Junior Marquette University 
Makayla Wiley Junior Alcorn State University 
Joshua Garcia-Colon Junior Universidad Metropolitana 
Itzel Lizama-Chamu Junior University of Illinois at Chicago 
Estheisy Roman Junior University of Puerto Rico Medical Sciences  
Brandon Brown Sophomore Morehouse College 
Micah Lawrence Sophomore University of California, Irvine 
Charlotte Wang Sophomore Oxford College of Emory University 
Stefanie Moncayo Sophomore Dominican College of Blauvelt 
Beloved Adenuga Sophomore Howard University 
Nora Gilliam Sophomore IUPUI 
Gabriel Romero Sophomore University of Puerto Rico, Cayey 
Nana Afia Twumasi-Ankrah Sophomore Virginia Commonwealth University 

 

ORALS 

Elias Wisdom Senior Pacific University  
Tatiana Ortiz-Serrano Senior University of Puerto Rico, San Juan 
Kimberley Kissoon Junior McGovern Medical School, UTHealth 

 

 



Neuroscience 
Sponsored by: Society for Neuroscience and University of Kansas-Graduate Studies and Self Graduate Fellowship 

POSTERS 

Minna McFarland Postbac University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Rolando Garza Postbac University of Pennsylvania 
Chiaki Santiago Senior Vanderbilt University 
Jane-Valeriane Boua Senior Duke University 
Issac Domenech Senior Berea College 
Morgan Thomas Senior Oberlin College 
Brandon Trejo Senior University of California, Los Angeles 
Tara Ortiz-Ithier Senior University of Texas at San Antonio 
Brandon Davis Senior Washington University in St. Louis 
Melina Perez Torres Senior University of Puerto Rico, San Juan 
Naomi Murata Senior Smith College 
Dyana Muller Senior University of Arizona  
Crystal Minjarez Senior Regis University  
Clare Da Silva Senior Hope College 
Brianna Marsh Senior University of Kansas 
Christin Rosado Senior CUNY Hunter College 
Ansley Kunnath Senior Rutgers University  
Wiktoria Leks Senior Smith College 
Harim Delgado-Seo Senior Universidad del Turabo 
Trevonn Gyles Junior Morehouse College 
Lilyveth Mesa Junior Barry University  
Amelia Windorski Junior University of Minnesota 
Paola Negron Moreno Junior University of Puerto Rico, Cayey 
Soham Ghoshal Junior Hunter College 
Sagufta Garasia Junior Texas Tech University 
Raisa Karim Sophomore CUNY Hunter College 
Alexis Howe Sophomore Johns Hopkins University  
Jonathan Moran Sophomore University of Puerto Rico, San Juan 



Sean Tritley Sophomore University of Texas San Antonio 
Yoleinny Florimon Community College  University of Miami 
Maria Restrepo Community College  Miami Dade College 

 

ORALS 

Kenny Igarza Senior Emory University 
Yerika Germosen Senior University of Central Florida  

 

Physiology 
Sponsored by: American Physiological Society and Medical College of Wisconsin Pharmacy School 

POSTERS 

Shekinah Hernandez Postbac 
Louisiana State University Health Science 
Center 

James Ball Senior University of Missouri 
Dalia El-Desoky Senior Xavier University of Louisiana 
Dominik Aylard Junior University of California, Davis 
Jaresley Guillen Junior University of California, Davis 
Jack Shanahan Junior University of California, Irvine 
Jose Sandoval Junior University of California, Davis 
Jenee Farrell Junior Howard University 
Christian Checkcinco Sophomore University of California, Irvine 
Malcolm Williams-Green Sophomore University of Pittsburgh  

 

ORALS 

Talia Seymore Junior Pennsylvania State University 
 

 



Social and Behavioral Sciences and Public Health 
Sponsored by: American Heart Association/American Stroke Association 

POSTERS 

Avery Perez Postbac National Institutes of Health Clinical Center 
Eduardo Salgado Postbac IUPUI 
Richelle DeBlasio Senior University of Pittsburgh 
Bryttany McClendon-Weary Senior Howard University 
Sydney Townsel Senior Wayne State University 
Jordan Mosby Senior Morehouse College 
Maya Stokes Senior Fort Valley State University 
Jabarey Wells Senior Morehouse College  
Krystal Camacho Baez Senior Pontifical Catholic University of Puerto Rico 
Oluwapelumi Ajibade Senior University of Washington 
Erin Kimble Senior Spelman College 
Camille Mosley Senior Emory University 
Ahmed Idris Senior University of Minnesota - Twin Cities 
Raveena Parmar Senior CSUB 
Karen Valdez Senior University of Texas at El Paso 
Patricia Otero Senior Florida International University 
Chandler Golden Senior Xavier University of Louisiana 
Joseph Wilson Senior Williams College 
Arielle Moore Junior Oakwood University 
Caitlyn Rose Fastenau Junior University of California, Davis 
Evelyn Zarate-Sanchez Junior University of California, Irvine 
Avery Sherbrook Junior Wayne State University 
Cedric Mutebi Junior Wayne State University 
Salma Tayel Junior Johns Hopkins University 
Darius Johnson Junior UNC - Chapel Hill 
Azriel Williams Sophomore University of the Virgin Islands 
Terrique Pinnock Sophomore The City College of New York 
Lauren Holman Sophomore Lincoln University of Pennsylvania 



Nubia Cardoso-Arizmendi Sophomore University of California, Irvine 
Sumaiya Islam Sophomore CUNY  
Zoe Covernali Community College  El Paso Community College 

 

ORALS 

Christina Toval Junior University of Pittsburgh 
Talia Kieu Junior San Diego State University 

 

 

 

 


