
ABRCMS 2019 Presentation Awardees 

 

Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 

Sponsored by: American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, University of South Florida, 

University of Kansas - Graduate Studies and Self Graduate Fellowship 

Posters 

Ayza Croskey Postbac University of Michigan 
Francis  Apolinario Postbac Harvard University 
Natasha Turyasingura Postbac Novartis Institutes for BioMedical Research 
Alan Trudeau Senior University of Central Florida 
Valeria Santa-Melendez Senior University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras 
Cheyenne Palm Senior University of Maryland- Baltimore County 
Malikiya Hinds Senior University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Rosemarie Martinez Borrero Senior Florida International University 
Rachel Scott Senior University of California, Los Angeles 
Samia Tamazi Senior Brandeis University 
Esther Jimenez Senior The University of Texas at Austin 
Jacob Parres-Gold Senior California State University, Los Angeles 
Amy Conaway Senior Middlebury College 
Peter Bailer Senior University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
Amanda Hernandez-Rodriguez Senior University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras  
Viraj Upadhye Senior San Diego State University 
Mitali Sarkar Senior University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
Amethyst Rorie Senior Spelman College 
Brenda Cesar Senior Universidad de Puerto Rico, San Juan 



Madeleine Delbeau Senior University of Richmond 
Angela Tran Senior California State University, Long Beach 
Luis Aldama Junior Northeastern Illinois University 
Alyssa Blaise Junior Tufts University 
Yeng Yang Junior University of Wisconsin, Madison 
Sabrina Estrada Junior University of California, Irvine 
Dominique Joseph Junior University of Missouri, Columbia 
Miranda Krueger Junior University of California, Davis 
Robert Mejia Junior California State University, Long Beach 
Carissa Sherman Junior Colorado College 
Radhika Dalal Junior University of Washington 
Michael Lam Junior California State University, Long Beach 
Alexander Kaminsky Junior Columbia University in the City of New York 
Niaya Jackson Junior Rochester Institute of Technology 
Kingston Robinson Junior Xavier University of Louisiana 
Issac Chaudry Junior University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
Suchit Chidurala Sophomore University of North Texas 
Alexandria Scott Sophomore North Carolina Central University 
Faith Davis Sophomore University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
Emily Baltodano Community 

College 
Santiago Canyon College 

Kevin Cortez Community 
College 

San Diego Mesa College 

 

Orals 

Samar Behdin Senior UMBC 
Catherine Hua Senior Harvard University 



Mauricio Garcia Senior Harvard University 
Erica Rosario Senior Cornell University 
Hana Flores Junior UMBC 
Ridhi Chaudhary Sophomore UMBC 

 

Cancer Biology 

Sponsored by: St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences, 

Columbia University Medical Center 

Posters 

Madelyn Esquivel Postbac Virginia Commonwealth University 
Ranad Humeidi Postbac Broad Institute of MIT and Harvard 
Amy Aponte Postbac Case Western Reserve University 
Emma Dawson Senior UCLA 
Lucia Grandison Senior Washington University in St. Louis 
Eduardo Quesada Senior Universidad of Puerto Rico 
Sabrina Solis Senior University of Cincinnati 
Gabriel Martinez-Zayas Senior University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras  
Elizabeth Ferrer Senior Florida International University Herbert Wertheim 

College of Medicine 
Tanushri Kumar Senior Oregon State University 
Alexa Morales Arana Senior University of California, Davis 
Michael Brissette Senior University of Texas at El Paso 
Takese McKenzie Senior University of Houston-Downtown 
Thanh Nguyen Senior Metropolitan State University of Denver 
Semika Burnette Senior Medgar Evers College 
Esther Ogayo Senior Hillsdale College 



Diego Rodriguez Senior Oregon State University 
Theodore Muka Junior New Mexico State University 
Amelie Delcourt Junior University of California, Los Angeles 
Diana Moreno Junior The University of Texas at El Paso 
Danielle Reed Junior Amherst College 
Chioma Ekwunazu Junior University of Maryland College Park 
Kaylene Lu Junior University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Savanna Toure Junior Lafayette College 
Kelsey Salcido Junior University of California, Irvine 
Joseph Wingate Junior The University of Texas at El Paso 
Andrew Alvarez Junior University of California, Irvine 
Mikalah Thomas Junior Clark Atlanta University 
Jacob Brooks Sophomore Howard University 
Laetitia Pierre-Louis Sophomore American University 
Gabriela Rico Sophomore Center for Genomic Medicine at Massachusetts 

General Hospital 
Chloe Smith Sophomore Old Dominion University 
Laura Misiara Lincheta Community 

College 
Miami Dade College 

Samali Namaganda Community 
College 

Santa Rosa Junior College 

Orals 

Marlisa Shaw Senior Penn State University 
Silva Baburyan Senior CUNY Hunter College 
Besmira Alija Senior CUNY Hunter College 
Nada Terra Senior CUNY Hunter College 
Sabina Kubayeva Sophomore CUNY Hunter College 
 



Cell Biology 

Sponsored by: Novartis Institutes for BioMedical Research 

Posters 

Jovanka Ravix Postbac Mayo Clinic 
Shaka X Postbac UNC Chapel Hill 
Muntathar Alshimary Senior Berea College 
Paola Pena Senior University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras 
Fabiola Sotomayor Senior University of Puerto Rico 
Gayatri Mainkar Senior University of California, San Diego 
Andrew Garcia Senior University of California, Santa Barbara 
Kellsey Ly Senior University of Utah 
Ivan Tapia Senior University of Florida 
Lexis Deshazor-Burnett Senior North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State 

University 
Eduardo Torres Senior University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Leisha Moroney Senior University of California, Santa Barbara 
Ruby Castillo Junior University of California, Irvine 
Benjamin Kirk Junior University of Iowa 
Jessica Diaz Junior University of California, Los Angeles 
Denye Mickens Junior Washington University in St. Louis 
Erfan Zeyaei Kajbaf Junior University of California, Santa Barbara 
Lily Rahnama Junior University of California, Davis 
Kenya Bonitto Junior University of California, Los Angeles 
Gail Fernandes Junior University of Notre Dame 
Jessica Holechek Junior Saint Edward's University 
Nathalia Tello Junior University of Florida 



Kofi Osei-Opare Sophomore Pomona College 
Lauren Onweller Sophomore Penn State University 
Hannah Toussaint Community 

College 
Queensborough Community College 

 

Orals 

Margaret Mungai Senior University of Iowa 
Natalie Pedicino Senior Scripps College 
 

Chemistry 

Sponsored by: American Chemical Society, Weill Cornell Graduate School of Medical Sciences 

Posters 

Jennifer Moreno Postbac California State University East Bay 
Emmanuel Rivera Iglesias Senior University of Puerto Rico, San Juan 
Jose Hernandez Senior University of Puerto Rico, San Juan 
Ngima Sherpa Senior Caldwell University 
Tatiana Mamani Senior San Francisco State University 
Esteban Delgado III Senior San Diego State University 
Lisa Rusali Senior California State University, Long Beach 
Adriana Claudio-Vazquez Junior University of Puerto Rico, San Juan 
Jose Soriano Alfaro Junior St. Mary's University of San Antonio 
Joe Gonzales Junior University of California, Irvine 
Luke Elissiry Junior University of California, Los Angeles 
Arturo Chavez Junior San Jose State University 
Shanjeed Ali Junior CUNY Hunter College 



Reema Shinh Junior California State University, Long Beach 
Elizabeth Bardwil-Lugones Junior SUNY Purchase 
Edgar Torres Sophomore Texas State University 
Mai Ling Tang Yuk Tutein Sophomore Winston-Salem State University 
Sarah Yousef Sophomore SUNY Sullivan Community College 
Jade Witter Sophomore University of the District of Columbia 

 

Orals 

Imani Ross Sophomore Howard University 
 

Computational and Systems Biology 

Sponsored by: Gladstone Institutes, Journal of Student Research 

Posters 

Chinmay Kalluraya Senior University of California, San Diego 
Daphka Alius Senior Wellesley College 
Marvellous Oke Senior Morgan State University 
Caroline Comenho Senior David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
Francisco Brenes Senior University of California, Irvine 
Christian Baer Senior University of Texas San Antonio 
Tavis Reed Senior Washington University in St. Louis 
Malikah Ajose Senior Virginia Tech 
Mikaela Matera-Vatnick Junior Cornell University 
Tesia Bobrowski Junior UNC Eshelman School of Pharmacy 
Krista Brutman Junior Washington State University 
Maria Lysandrou Junior University of Chicago 



Sasha Richardson Junior Fayetteville State University 
Ashley Urrutia Avila Junior University of California Irvine 
Ednan Ochieng Sophomore North Carolina Agricultural & Technical University 
 

Orals 

Breanna McBean Senior California State University, Fullerton 
 

Developmental Biology and Genetics 

Sponsored by: Society for Developmental Biology, Howard Hughes Medical Institution 

Posters 

Maria Feliz Postbac Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
Nana Yaa Amoh Postbac University of Pennsylvania 
Bryson  Ricamona Senior University of Oregon 
Ieeshiah Otarola Senior University of California, Irvine 
Jeriel Dumeng Senior University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras  
Sienna Perry Senior Cornell University 
Nathan Barney Senior University of California, Los Angeles 
Juan Velazquez Matos Senior University of Puerto Rico 
Karlamarieli Rivera-Albertorio Senior University of Puerto Rico, Ponce 
Amina Hussein Senior University of Minnesota, Twin Cities 
Daisy Palomera Senior University of California, Los Angeles 
Maya Woolfolk Senior University of Kentucky 
Aldo Munoz Junior University of California, Irvine 
Isabel Larus Junior University of Minnesota 
Keith Ameyaw Junior University of Massachusetts, Boston 



Ezinma Dennis Junior University at Albany 
Trae Dunn Junior Kennesaw State University 
Milana Khaitova Junior CUNY, Hunter College 
Hugo Mendez Junior University of California, Irvine 
Sasha Machulsky Junior California State University, Northridge 
Wilfredo Villafane Ortiz Junior University of Puerto Rico in Aguadilla 
Theodore Addo Sophomore University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
Feda Hammood Sophomore CUNY, Hunter College 
Josiah Hardy Sophomore University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
 

Orals 

Karina Herrera Senior California State University San Bernardino 
Colin Kuhns Sophomore University of Oregon, Institute of Molecular Biology 
Quintera Knight Sophomore Spelman College 
Iyuana Morris Community 

College 
Lawson State Community College 

 

Engineering, Physics and Mathematics 

Sponsored by: Biophysical Society, University of California, Irvine 

Posters 

Alejandra Montano Romero Senior St. Mary's University 
Kenneth Adusei Senior Yale University 
Leilani Astrab Senior University of Florida 
Jennifer Ferd Senior CUNY, Hunter College  
Jessica Chun Senior University of California, Los Angeles 



Alexandro Lopez Senior University of California, Davis 
Jose Lasalde-Ramirez Senior University of Puerto Rico at Mayaguez 
Tran Ngo Senior University of Florida 
Manpreet Kaur Senior University of California, Santa Cruz 
Wan Ching Chan Senior Western Carolina University 
Kayla Shine Senior Clemson University 
Hsien Chang Yeh Senior University of California, Los Angeles 
Elisa Nieves Senior University of Florida 
Keyaira Crudup Senior University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Pomaikaimaikalani Yamaguchi Senior San Jose State University 
Rahib Islam Junior Xavier University of Louisiana 
Gabriel Torres-Mejias Junior University of Puerto Rico 
Megi Hoxha Junior Mount Holyoke College 
Carolina Navarro Junior The Pennsylvania State University 
Jasmine Baste Junior Illinois Institute of Technology 
Rachid Bowles Junior Troy University 
Patricia Mensah Junior Howard University 
Christopher Oyuela Junior San Diego State University 
Shannon Lamb Sophomore University of California, Davis 
Eloy Lozoya Sophomore Department of Health and Biomedical 

Sciences 
Jethro Adedeji Sophomore North Carolina State University 
Talha Lone Sophomore Duquesne University 
Adeola Oyeyinka Sophomore University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
Saron Yoseph Sophomore Howard University 
Nelson Hidalgo Community 

College 
Miami Dade College 

Sofia Alfaro Community Orange Coast College 



College 
Amanueal Bezie Community 

College 
Monroe Community College 

 

Orals 

Jessica Gannon Junior Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 
 

Immunology 

Sponsored by: American Association for Immunology, Society for Leukocyte Biology 

Posters 

Valerie Rodriguez Postbac The Ohio State University Wexner Medical 
Center 

Erik Guillen Postbac Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
Yoselin Paucar Postbac Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
Steven Lomeli Gonzalez Senior San Francisco State University 
Bianca Serrano-Torres Senior Universidad Ana G. Mendez, Gurabo  
Therese Cordero Dumit Senior Johns Hopkins University 
Adriana Hernandez Santini Senior University of Puerto Rico, Ponce 
Gustavo Serrano Senior University of Puerto Rico, Cayey 
Dormarie Rivera Rodriguez Senior University of Puerto Rico, Ponce 
Jose Moran Senior California State Polytechnic University, Pomona 
Jennifer Paulino Junior Purchase College 
Maria Grimaldo Junior Texas A&M University 
Stephanie Schreiner Junior University of Central Florida 
Lea Barros Sophomore Hamilton College 



Julian Starks Sophomore University of Richmond 
Caroline Carter Sophomore University of Texas at Arlington 
Iris Ortega Sophomore University of Texas at El Paso 

 

Orals 

Alexandra McLennan Junior St. Mary's University 
 

Microbiology 

Sponsored by: American Society for Microbiology, NYU School of Medicine, Sackler Institute of 

Graduate Biomedical Sciences 

Posters 

Jasmine Walsh Postbac University of Pennsylvania 
Natalie Lindo Postbac National Cancer Institute 
Reginald Woods Postbac University of Illinois at Chicago 
Maureen Haynes Senior University of Tulsa 
Azuah Gonzalez Senior University of California, Santa Cruz 
Jarod Herrera Senior Washington State University 
Gabriella Lopez Perez Senior University of Puerto Rico, Mayaguez 
Aiyana Ponce Senior The University of Texas at El Paso 
Marissa Duckett Senior University of Kansas 
Isabel Forlastro Senior University of Arizona 
Xianyi Xiong Senior University of Minnesota, Twin Cities 
Moraima Noda Senior Northeastern Illinois University 
Lea Cattaneo Senior University of Michigan 
Teniola Idowu Senior The Pennsylvania State University 



Basmah Abdallah Maiga Senior Ohio State University 
Kensley Villavasso Senior Xavier University of Louisiana 
Laurel Woods Senior University of Central Arkansas 
Yves Kenfack Senior Lamar University 
Ivy Kwok Senior University of California, Los Angeles 
Michael Wilson Senior The University of Southern Mississippi 
Naomi Rodriguez Marino Senior University of Puerto Rico, San Juan 
Marcella da Costa Senior Saint Augustine's University 
Avery Lieber Junior Binghamton University 
Renee Oles Junior Purdue University 
Taylor Kelley Junior St. Edward's University 
Amber Abram Junior University of Detroit Mercy 
Jasmine Scott Junior Spelman College 
Karina Navarro Alvarez Junior University of California, Irvine 
Nathalie Alomar Junior University of Florida 
Sarah Batarseh Junior University of California, Irvine 
Rhiannon Abrahams Junior La Sierra University 
Genesis Rivera-Martinez Junior Universidad Ana G. Mendez 
Adjoa Osei-Ntansah Junior Howard University 
Nathan Otto Junior Virginia Tech 
Juan Peticco Junior Williams College 
Leslie Vazquez Sophomore University of California, Irvine 
Paola Gonzalez-Colon Sophomore Universidad Ana G. Mendez 
Gisselle Jimenez Sophomore University of California Irvine 
Ysabella 
Victoria 

Alcaraz Sophomore Pomona College 

Eva Nelson Sophomore Amherst College 
Yamairie Pagan Cintron Sophomore Universidad Ana G. Mendez 



Moises Rodriguez Community 
College  

Medgar Evers College 

Joshua Segoviano Community 
College  

El Paso Community College 

Ariana Padua Community 
College  

SUNY Ulster 

Orals 

Makeda Mills Senior University of the Virgin Islands 
Bouchra Benghomari Junior Northeastern University 
Kathleen Navas Junior University of California, Berkeley 
 

Neuroscience 

Sponsored by: Society for Neuroscience, UCLA Graduate Programs in Bioscience 

Posters 

Summer Fair Postbac The Ohio State University 
Crystal Lemchi Postbac University of Pennsylvania 
Krysten Garcia Postbac Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
Jarildy Javier Postbac Northwestern University 
Ana Corujo Ramirez Postbac Mayo Clinic 
Barbara Marin Senior Emory University 
Anthony Hernandez Vazquez Senior University of Puerto Rico, San Juan 
Alex Maya-Romero Senior King's College 
Rachel Frazer Senior Wellesley College 
Cristian Saez Gonzalez Senior University of Puerto Rico, Mayaguez 
Trevonn Gyles Senior Morehouse College 



Dove-Anna Johnson Senior University of Virginia 
Adriana Hernandez Senior California State University, Long Beach 
Joshua Perez-Torres Senior Universidad Ana G Mendez, Carolina  
Briasha Jones Senior Louisiana State University 
Norman Harris Senior Howard University 
Celeste Parra Bravo Senior University of California Santa Barbara 
Gabriella Hernandez-Tyler Senior Georgia Gwinnett College 
Kyra Brewer Senior Georgia Gwinnett College 
Megan Myers Senior University of Kansas 
Mariela Rosa Casillas Senior University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras  
Isabelle Gonzalez Montalvo Senior University of Puerto Rico, San Juan 
Brenda Tankeu Senior Bowie State University 
Alexia Crockett Senior Agnes Scott College 
Logan Brown Senior Spelman College 
Taylor Andrews Senior Oberlin College 
Hannah Staley Senior Georgia Gwinnett College 
Damion Trotter Senior Morgan State University 
Anthony Collins Junior University of Florida 
Andrea Navarrete Vargas Junior University of California, Davis 
Anna Marie Rodriguez Junior Virginia Commonwealth University 
Samantha Soto Junior Baylor University 
Ashley Santana Junior University of Central Florida 
Parsa Nilchian Junior Florida International University 
Nicole Burson Junior Wayne State University 
Sydney Sharp Junior University of Maryland, College Park 
Rosa Serrano Junior University of California, Irvine 
Shai Miguel Junior University of Utah 
Isabelle Cullen Junior University of Oregon 



Nusrat Africawala Junior Boston University 
Mariana Holguin-Lopez Junior Georgia State University 
Amber Scott Junior Spelman College 
Naomi Carter Junior Hampton University 
Jae Choi Junior Johns Hopkins University 
Maya Mason Junior Virginia Commonwealth University 
Rhia Singh Junior Macaulay Honors College, Hunter College 
Henna Mohabbat Junior J. David Gladstone Research Institute 
Emely Henriquez Pilier Junior University of the Virgin Islands 
Noah Reyes Junior Texas Tech University 
Paulina Kozan Sophomore Hope College 
Yamely Hernandez Sophomore LaGuardia Community College 
Andrew Hennigan Sophomore University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
Ashraf Nawari Sophomore Johns Hopkins University 
Caroline Pierotti Sophomore Oberlin College of Arts and Sciences 
Michael Betancourt Sophomore LaGuardia Community College 
Hamzeh Alturk Community 

College 
Miami Dade College 

 

Orals 

Roland Lacap Senior California State University Northridge 
Lindsay Altidor Senior University of Florida 
Samsara Upadhya Senior Emory University 
 

 

 



Physiology and Pharmacology 

Sponsored by: American Physiology Society, Society of Toxicology, Medical College of Wisconsin 

School of Pharmacy and School of Medicine  

Posters 

Brigett Carvajal Postbac Tufts University 
Jayso'n Davidson Postbac Baylor College of Medicine 
Marissa Watanabe Senior Washington State University 
Shannon Derkson Senior University of Louisville 
Catherine Rojas Senior Stockton University 
Rocio Rivera Rodrigeuz Senior University of Illinois at Chicago 
Nikolas Morrison-Welch Senior California State University, Northridge 
Sam Curry Senior Morehouse College 
Aaron Khaimraj Senior Augsburg University 
Alyssa Carrillo Senior University of California, Irvine 
Raines Warren Senior Howard University 
Thaybeth Malave-Mendez Junior University of Puerto Rico, San Juan 
Shaeloren Deering Junior Spelman College 
Benjamin Jones Junior University of Missouri 
Alisha Perry Junior University of Missouri 
Joseph Bernal Junior University of Illinois at Chicago 
Jewel Washington Junior North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State 

University 
Sydni Alexis Elebra Sophomore Wayne State University 
Dariush Yalzadeh Sophomore College of Southern Nevada 
Tanvi Banota Sophomore Rutgers University 
Tyler Alexander Sophomore Xavier University of Louisiana 



Clayton Ivie Sophomore University of Missouri-Columbia 
Jazmin Candelario Community 

College 
Orange Coast College 

 

Orals 

Olufolake Majekodunmi Junior University of Maryland Baltimore County 
 

Social and Behavioral Sciences and Public Health 

Sponsored by: University of Alabama at Birmingham, University of California, San Diego, University 

of Minnesota Biomedical Sciences Graduate Programs 

Posters 

Nicholas Martin Postbac Morehouse College 
Tarek Meah Senior Johns Hopkins University 
Nelta Timothee Senior University of Florida 
Ian Marigi Senior Washington University in St. Louis 
Earl Lee Morales Senior University of California Davis 
Alejandro Gallego Senior Florida International University 
Virginia Content Senior University of Florida 
Autumn McNeill Senior Morehouse College 
Brian Davis Senior Morehouse College 
Sara Elhasan Senior Wayne State University 
Yeo Eun Yun Senior Northeastern Illinois University 
Chinenye Bosah Senior Ohio State University 
Michaila Paulateer Junior Wayne State University 
Charlene Redhead Junior Hunter College 



Aria Tsegai-Moore Junior Stony Brook University SUNY 
Samuelle Delcy Junior Brooklyn College 
Tyiesha Head Junior University Detroit Mercy 
Martin Penaherrera Junior Georgia Gwinnett College 
Jennifer Valverde Junior University of North Texas at Dallas 
Iswat Alade Junior Wayne State University 
Faith Koroma-Coker Junior University of Massachusetts Boston 
Elizabeth Delgado Junior University of California, Los Angeles 
Tida Tambedou Junior Spelman College 
Teena Roy Sophomore Hunter College 
Joseph Calhoun Sophomore Wayne State University 
Alexanne Carr Sophomore The University of the Virgin Islands 
Cinthya Plazas Sophomore University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Eileen Milien Sophomore Emmanuel College 
Shatera McNair Sophomore University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
 

Orals 

Keyanna Taylor Senior Baylor University 
Ahlam Ashkar Senior University of Maryland, College Park 
Kayla Albin Senior The University of Rhode Island 
Kailyn Price Senior North Carolina A&T State University 
Ervin Simmons Senior Syracuse University 
Alexa Michel Junior Hunter College 
Nyomi Hudson Junior Pennsylvania State University 
Megan Maxwell Junior Washington University in St. Louis 
Kimberly Gardner Junior Howard University 
Helena Getachew Sophomore University of Maryland, College Park 



 


