SAN ANTONIO

San Antonio is a welcoming city

Visit San Antonio’s message is clear: Discrimination has no place in our city or
community.

Visitors quickly discover what locals know: San Antonio is a welcoming and safe
destination.

One of the strongest testaments to San Antonio's welcoming spirit is that over
75% of our residents identify with diverse backgrounds. Therefore, our sincere
welcoming environment is not just a statement; it is a part of our everyday life.

Travelers, meeting groups and conventions choose San Antonio because:

o Diverse ethnic influences, including Native, Hispanic, German and many
more — are strong in San Antonio

o Cultures here do more than coexist, they shape the city’s vibrant identity

o Proudly home to the largest MLK Day March and LGBTQ+ Pride River
Parade in the U.S.

o San Antonio’s calendar is full of diverse events, festivals and celebrations,
including the Diwali Festival, Oktoberfest and the Asian Festival San
Antonio

o Largest Day of the Dead celebrations in the U.S.; large Hispanic Heritage
Month celebrations

San Antonio is committed to fostering an environment where everyone belongs
and feels respected, valued and welcomed. This commitment is reflected in the
city’s policies and resolutions, initiatives and experiences created.
San Antonio City Council takes meaningful steps to support women’s rights,
communities of color and the LGBTQ+ community, reinforcing our reputation as
an inclusive and welcoming destination.
San Antonio consistently earns a perfect score of 100 on the Human Rights
Campaign’s Municipal Equality Index, recognizing the city’s leadership in
nondiscrimination policies, municipal services and LGBTQ+ equality. This
underscores San Antonio’s progress toward social change, breaking down
barriers, as a destination that welcomes all.
Here are some of the ways San Antonio nurtures its welcoming nature and
inclusivity.
o Championing our many cultures as the "Melting Pot Metropolis™ —
San Antonio is a unique blend of global cultures living and flourishing
together. Our lively festivals echo with the music of the world, our
streets offer a culinary voyage across continents, and our vibrant
heritage is a testament to the multitude of cultural influences that have
shaped our city. This is one of the many reasons why San Antonio is
the Cultural Capital of Texas.
o Embracing All is "Embracing All with Y'all" — In San Antonio, we
have a saying, "There are no strangers, just friends we haven't met
yet." Our renowned Texan hospitality doesn't just welcome, it
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embraces. We value each visitor, knowing they add a unique thread to
our diverse social fabric. Here, Y'all means all, extending our warm
embrace to every individual, regardless of where they come from or
what they believe in.

o Unity in Community — No matter the political climate, San Antonio
remains a city that values unity and diversity. Our spirit of acceptance
and inclusion thrives, undeterred by external decisions. We celebrate
our diversity as our strength, and our unity as our guide, creating a
unique cityscape where everyone feels at home. In San Antonio, we
stand united for women’s rights, immigration and social justice. We
honor our Black heritage with the country’s largest Martin Luther King
Day March. We celebrate proudly with the nation’s largest LGBTQ+
Pride River Parade and Diwali Festivals.

o Global Engagement with "Global Conversations for Local
Actions™ — Our commitment to openness and understanding extends
beyond our city and state borders. We invite you to join us in
meaningful conversations, sharing your perspectives, concerns, or
reservations. We believe that when local actions are informed by
global conversations, we can build a community that is inclusive,
understanding, and forward-thinking.

o Anticipation to "Share our Spirit with the World" — We cannot wait
to introduce you to the true spirit of San Antonio — a vibrant, forward-
thinking, and inclusive city. We are excited for the opportunity to show
how diverse cultures from around the globe have come together to
create a thriving, dynamic community in the heart of Texas.

e San Antonio is a city open for business, empowered by its diverse and inclusive
communities and enriched by the people who call it home. Here, everyone lives
unapologetically real and true to who they are.



