
ABRCMS 2025 Presentation Awards 
 

 

These awards were made possible by three organizations (i) American Society for 

Microbiology, (ii) American Association of Immunologists, (iii) Howard Hughes Medical 

Institution, and generous donations from judges. 

 

Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 
 

Postbaccalaureates 

• Ehiguese Obiomon, Novartis 

• Isaiah Waiters, Case Western Reserve University 

 

Seniors 

• Yijin Shen, Vanderbilt University 

• Isaiah Diggs, Penn State University 

• Chloe Alston, Howard University 

• Lily Williams, Penn State 

• Merat Semma, Yale University 

• Janayah Tolbert, State University of New York at Oswego 

• Terence Oscar-Okpala, Bethune-Cookman University 

• Yoksha Muruganantham, Rice University 

• Elias Zuber, University of Hawai'i at Manoa 

• Joan Castaneda Gonzalez, Washington state university 

• Natalie Turbedsky, Azusa Pacific University 

• Lillian Powers, Vanderbilt University 

• Juan Castillo, UNC Chapel Hill 

• Satya Olvera, University of Texas at Rio Grande Valley 

• Sandra Owusu, Norfolk State University 

• Jenny Hu, University of California, Berkeley 

• Nicholas Miller, Hamilton College 

 

Juniors 

• Vivian Nguyen, UC Berkeley 

• Nimo Abdi, The College of Idaho 

• Pauline Mallari, Smith College 

• Jiawei Yu, Smith College 

• Derika Kwansah, University of North Florida 

• John Paolo Sanchez, University of California, Berkeley 

• Maria Borges, Washington University in St. Louis 

• Georgie Balogun, Brandeis University 



• Jade Smith, Vanderbilt University 

• Amalia Jardiniano, Stony Brook University 

• Carlos Luzuriaga, Florida International University 

 

Sophomores  

• Adela Song, Johns Hopkins University 

• Carlie Lee, Howard University 

• Jameel McDaniel, Howard University 

• Aryan Srivastava, University of Maryland Baltimore County  

 

Freshman 

• Lamson Tran, Texas A&M University  

 

Eposter 

• Luis Torres, University of Puerto Rico-Río Piedras, Senior 

• Karina Ramirez, University of the Incarnate Word, Senior 

• Kalyani Srikanth, UCLA, Senior 

• Andrea Rivera Negrón, University of Puerto Rico, Humacao, Senior 

• Jinyi Guo, Duke University, Sophomore 

•  

 

Orals 

• Jorge Mato Frontela, Duke University, Senior 

• Raven Hufstetler, Stetson University, Junior 

 

Cancer Biology 
 

Postbaccalaureates 

• Martina Wecera, Dana Farber Cancer Institute 

• Taylor Geluck, University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus 

• Oscar Hanson, Markey Cancer Center 

 

Seniors  

• Bianca Rollbusch, San Diego State University 

• Petra Youssef, UCLA 

• Carla Becerra, Yale University 

• Emilie Petit, University of California, Berkeley 

• Victoria Sanchez, St Mary's University 

• Jessica Shpigel, Lehman College 



• Emmanuel Omole, University of Maryland Baltimore County 

• Sameeha Gazi, The University of Texas at Dallas 

 

Juniors  

• Fatima Elmenshawy, Washington University in St. Louis 

• Poorvi Iyer, University of Georgia 

• Ananya Bandaru, Case Western Reserve University 

• Diya Ramesh, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

• Callie Thai, University of California, Santa Barbara 

• Kiana Rodriguez, Emmanuel College 

• Nancy Abraham, University of the Incarnate Word 

• Chaya Greenberg, CUNY Hunter College 

• Elvis Tanyi, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

• Destinee DeJarnette-Alexandre, North Carolina A & T State University 

• Carlos Gonzalez, University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras Campus 

• Sofia Stanfield, University of the Incarnate Word 

• Michael Venson, Hampton University 

 

Sophomores 

• Ibilola Fasogbon, Depauw University 

• Celine Li, University of Southern California (USC) 

• Giovanni Ledoux, University of California, Santa Barbara 

 

Eposters 

• Elsy Hernandez Lozano, Dominican University, Junior 

• Samira Abdullah, University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras Campus, Senior 

• Leyla Lindsey, Georgia State University, Junior 

• Enrique Infanzon, Johns Hopkins University, Senior 

• Dharssheni Senthil Kumar, University of California, Davis, Senior 

 

Orals 

• Erika Zagni, University of California, Irvine, Senior 

• Sidhant Rauniyar, University of Washington, Senior 

• Ryan Nguyen, Yale University, Junior 

 

Cell Biology 
 

Postbaccalauareate 



• Michael McNeil, Winston-Salem State University 

 

Seniors  

• Isabella Yang, University of California, Los Angeles 

• Razan Hammad, Xavier University of Louisiana 

• Sebastian Martinez, University of Puerto Rico Humacao 

• Cristian Ponce, UCLA 

• Nimisha Gupta, UCLA 

• Jordon Williams, Rollins College 

 

Juniors  

• Eliana Weinsaft, Barnard College 

• Eniola Omogbai, Spelman College 

• Charity Robbins, University of Pennsylvania 

• Tylor Miller, Tennessee State University 

• Colter Bufford, Southern Nazarene University 

• Alana Johnson, Howard University 

• Parmesh Thakoordial, University at Albany, State University of New York 

 

Sophomores 

• Emibet Ríos Roldán, Polytechnic University of Puerto Rico 

• Angely Vargas, Stanford University 

 

Chemistry 
 

Seniors  

• Jeramiah Small, University of California: Irvine 

• Anthony Stevens, UC Riverside 

• Arely Guijarro, University of California, Santa Cruz 

• Luca Boretto, University of California, Santa Cruz 

• Anna Ponomarev, Hunter College CUNY 

• Juliet Gee, University of California, Santa Cruz 

• Jocelyn Cantero, Cal State University, Long Beach 

 

Sophomores 

• Eimy Gómez, University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus 

• Akansha Nanda, University of New Mexico 

• Nahom Getachew, University of Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC) 

 



Community College 

• Luna Salinas, Nassau Community College 

 

Orals 

• Guillermo Narváez-Lozano, University of Puerto Rico- Río Piedras, Senior 

 

 

Computational & Systems Biology 
 

Seniors  

• Max Caza, UNC Chapel Hill 

• Lydia Uptain, University of North Alabama 

• Addisyn Shuffield, Regis University 

• Selam Mehreteab, University of California, Santa Cruz 

• Ankai Jin, University of California, Los Angeles 

• Zoe Tomlinson, University of Oregon 

• Christianna Percy, Howard University 

• Valeria Diaz Perez, University of Rochester 

• Raven Lee, Tougaloo College 

• Merit Ghodrat, University of California, San Diego 

• Chelsea Benton, Spelman College 

• Grace Xie, University of California, Berkeley 

• Sierra Mannion, Northwestern University 

• Sanjana Srimath, UMBC 

• Ken Pardo Torrijos, The City College of New York 

• Joseph Budiselich, University of South Carolina 

 

Juniors 

• Pooja Parthasarathy, University of California, San Diego 

 

Eposters  

• Kyi Lei Aye, University of California, Irvine, Junior 

• Manal Aditi, University of Wisconsin, Madison, Junior 

 

Developmental Biology & Genetics 
 

Postbaccalaureates 

• Rena Park, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 



• Asmita Gattamraju, UC Davis 

 

Seniors 

• Homar Cardona-Sierra, University of Puerto Rico Bayamón 

• Avi Yakubov, Hunter College 

• Alacia McClary, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

• Alondra Alemán Valenzuela, University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus 

• Isabella Lijoi, University of Pittsburgh 

• Maya Elkadi, Stanford University 

• Nora Lippai, University of Connecticut 

• Sarah Huerta, University of California, Santa Cruz 

• Angel Figueroa, North Carolina Central University 

• Zohra Allata, UC Berkeley 

 

Juniors  

• Steve Salinas, University of California, Irvine 

• Julianna Barba, UCLA 

• Taylor Page, Washington State University 

• Maya Garner, Xavier University of Louisiana 

• Raissa Borges de Oliveira Leal, Stetson University 

• Miranda Do-Tran, University of California, Davis 

• Perrine Changkuon, University of California, Santa Barbara 

• Kaelonnah Darlich, Pennsylvania State University 

• Payton Noe, Johns Hopkins University 

 

Sophomores 

• Joshua Rowland, Prairie View A&M University 

 

Oral  

• Talon Blottin, University of Texas at Austin, Undergraduate Senior 

 

Engineering, Physics & Mathematics 
 

Seniors  

• Jacob Arras, The University of Texas at San Antonio 

• Ashauntee Fairley, University of Texas at Austin 

• Willoughby Caine, Fort Valley State University  

• Amaris Guevara, California State University - Long Beach 



• Conor Pugsley, University of California, Santa Barbara 

• Majeste Kyei-Amponsah, Iowa State University 

• Alaina Parker, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

• Nanda Johnson, University of Texas at San Antonio 

• Gavin Wiltshire, University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill 

• Angel Gutierrez Ruiz, The University of Texas at El Paso 

 

Juniors 

• Matthew Salinas, The University of Texas at Dallas 

• Danielle Marie Balmores, University of Guam 

• Zachary Irwin, University of California, Irvine 

• Jorge Vanegas, The University of Texas at San Antonio 

 

Sophomores 

• Kaedan Hendrix, Howard University 

• Gabriela de Lima, Howard University 

• Amir Walton-Irvin, University of Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC) 

• Zachary Glover, University of Maryland, Baltimore County 

• Prince Michael Kemani, University of Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC) 

• Aaron Anderson, Clemson University 

• Iliana Ramirez, University of Texas at San Antonio 

 

Eposter 

• Isabela Camacho, Santa Clara University, Senior 

 

Oral 

• Jalynn Somerville, University of Maryland, Baltimore County, Sophomore 

 

Immunology 
 

Postbaccalaureate 

• Fahiima Abdullahi, University of Colorado Denver/Anschutz 

 

Seniors  

• Ngoc Thao Uyen Vuong, University of Washington 

• Michelle Nguyen, Stanford University 

• Wyatt Pierce, California State University, Long Beach 

• Gordon Lao, UC Davis 

• Mateo Stagg, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 



• Alayna Puls, University of North Florida 

• Christina Valtierra, University of Texas at El Paso 

• Sophie Tomov, Muhlenberg College 

• Karan Lagisetty, UAB 

 

Juniors  

• Cesar Sanchez, CUNY - The City College of New York 

• Jaiden Burney, Wellesley College 

• Abner Sanchez Dominguez, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

• Ritisha Rashmil, Case Western Reserve University 

 

Sophomores 

• McKenzie Williams, Howard University 

• Fabiola Alanis, Boston University 

• Mallory Evans, Howard University 

 

Microbiology 

 

Postbaccalaureates 

• Myrka Carmona, University Of California Santa Cruz 

• Leslie Lopez Juarez, Broad Institute of MIT and Harvard 

 

Seniors  

• Jonathan Featherston, Grand View University 

• Astrid Noriega, Emmanuel College 

• Oscar Reyes Parker, University of Texas at San Antonio 

• Aruna Sreenivasan, University of Arizona  

• Raymond Ha, University of Wisconsin - Madison 

• Hugh Lawrence, Tufts University 

• Kelly-Anais Torres Ballester, University of Puerto Rico-Arecibo 

• Donald Rawls, Prairie View A&M University 

• Dana Diaz, University at Buffalo 

• Janie Alonso, University of Texas at San Antonio 

• Marisa Mendoza, California State University San Marcos 

• Addison Browell, Randolph-Macon College 

• Yubai Sun, UCLA 

• Chinonyerem Nwankpa, North Carolina A & T State University 

• Katelyn Underwood, St. Olaf College 



• Katrina Sameth, University of Virginia 

• Chloe Aglietti, University of Pittsburgh 

 

 

 

Juniors  

• Mathena Nguyen, University of Massachusetts Amherst 

• Jaden Leggett, Spelman College 

• Spandan Mukherjee, University of Texas at Dallas 

• Naiara Garcia, York College of Pennsylvania 

• Hana Sato, Case Western Reserve University 

• Harry Lian, Cornell University 

• Benjamin Larson, Binghamton University 

• Rutendo Kahari, College of St. Scholastica 

 

Sophomores  

• Dzifa Ameko, University of Maryland, Baltimore County 

• Bruce Redden, Washington State University 

• Sanjana Pandian, University of Texas at Dallas 

• Alexandra Renoe, University of Missouri 

• Angeline Roldan, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

 

Orals  

• Elise Kwon, Hamilton College  

• Dominique Thomas, University of Miami  

• Alisa Xie, University of California, Irvine 

 

Neuroscience 
 

Postbaccalaureates  

• Reina Barua, CUNY 

• Mansha Haque, University of Minnesota 

• Tyller Mensa, Mayo Clinic 

 

Seniors  

• Destiny Stewart, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

• Joy Velazquez, University of Puerto Rico Río Piedras 

• Katy Touretsky, Washington State University 

• Patricia Joseph, Yale University 



• Alvin Pham, The University of Texas at Austin 

• Kang Lai, Stony Brook University 

• Gabrielle Walker, Howard University 

• Xoshill Saldana, University of Pennsylvania 

• Princesa Rodriguez Herrera, University of Colorado Denver 

• Kaitlyn Rieder, Trinity University 

• Samuel Hedges, University of Utah 

• Sansu Tun, Hunter College 

• Angela Lane, Washington University in St. Louis 

• Luis-Jaime Caseñas, Stony Brook University 

 

Juniors  

• Anamaria Acevedo Diaz, University of Central Florida 

• Asia Smith, Howard University 

• Naomi Cole, Howard University 

• Olivia Jung, University of Virginia 

• Yahan Lin, California State University Los Angeles 

• Romit Chunduri, Duke University 

• Brennan Wallin, University of Wisconsin - Eau Claire 

 

Sophomores  

• Silvi Shah, University of Maryland Baltimore County (UMBC) 

• Emily Vu, Temple University 

• Aanya Shah, Johns Hopkins University 

• Isaiah Brewington, North Carolina Central University 

• Alice Yacubovich, University of Maryland Baltimore County (UMBC) 

• Diya Garrepally, University of Georgia 

 

Freshman  

• Mahreen Raza, The University of Texas at Dallas 

 

Community College  

• Ashlyn Hinton, Lawson State Community College 

 

Oral  

• Nathan Dayie, University of Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC) 

 

 



 

 

Physiology & Pharmacology 
 

Postbaccalaurate  

• Ariana Jaramillo, University of California, San Francisco 

 

Seniors  

• Marc Garcia, University of Arizona 

• Tvisha Gujjarlapudi, University of California Irvine 

• Kira Villarreal, University of Northern Colorado 

• Madison Stonestreet, Berea College 

• Gerson Espinoza Campos, Yale 

 

Juniors  

• Illeana West, University of Florida 

• Emely Lopez, Dominican University 

• Fabiola Mendoza, University of Arizona 

• Adam Tolbert, University of Rochester 

 

Sophomore 

• Amelia Ramirez Vargas, Washington State University 

 

Community College 

• Jeriel Sevilla, Hartnell College 

 

Social and Behavioral Sciences & Public Health 
 

Postbaccalaureates 

• Cyril Osifo-Doe, Stanford University 

• Kaleb Branch, University of Pennsylvania 

 

Seniors  

• Nilajah Buchanan, Tuskegee University 

• Solange Arias, Hunter College 

• Tiffany Zhu, Washington University in St. Louis 

• Isley Wilson, The Pennsylvania State University 

• Kimani Williams, Tuskegee University 



• Shriya Pendyala, Rice University 

• Merna Shohdy, The City College of New York 

• Daniella Morales, William and Mary 

• Ayishat Yussuf, Spelman College 

• Hannah Brennen, Kennedy Krieger Institute 

• Ariana Borda, University of Pennsylvania 

• Faithful Egharevba, Howard University 

• John Sayson, Northeastern Illinois University 

 

Juniors  

• Maathir Basi, University of Nebraska- Lincoln 

• Christopher Sauceda, UT San Antonio 

• Coco Lu, Emory University  

• Logan Neal, Spelman College 

• Kamille See, Spelman College 

• Giselle Campbell, The Pennsylvania State University 

• Saron Gebereegziabhier, Trinity Washington University 

• Ekeoma Ukaga, Minneapolis College 

• Arfath Chowdhury, The City College of New York 

• Amirah White, Pennsylvania State University 

• Abraham Medina, University of Pennsylvania 

• Kera Miles, Talladega College 

• Ethan Manzanarez Valencia, Loyola Marymount University 

• Ramyla Dahmer, Howard University 

 

Sophomores 

• Anushka Peer, Duke 

• Sophia Salinas, University of Massachusetts Boston 

• Annmary Antony, Johns Hopkins University 

• Myriah Myers, North Carolina A & T State University 

• Makayla Stewart, North Carolina Central University 

• Bilal Ibrahim, Morehouse College 

 

Freshman  

• Natalie Alexander, Spelman College 

 

Eposter  

• MiaSara  Pérez Salvá, Universidad de Puerto Rico Rio Piedras, Senior 

• Kayla Espejo, University of Delaware, Junior 



• Litsi Auquilla, The City College of the City University of New York, Junior 

 

Oral 

• Madison Echols, Harvard University, Junior 


